Free publications about HIPAA

Memberentifics, such as the American Medical Associalion,
have compliance manuals for sata. In addition, governmenl
agencies, such as T Pepartment of Heallh and Human
Setvices (HHS), and the Health Resources and Services

sodministration (HRSA) have HIPAA publicallons and newslt-

ters available 8t no charge

Resource websites
The websites listed below condaln infarmalion abicoul all

aspects of HIPAA. These shies were chosen bacause they pro-

vide infarmation at ng cost

The Cenlers for Medicald and Medicare Services
www.crnshifes.gov/hipaa

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation
hitp/faspe.osdhhs.gov/admnsimp/

The Florida Medical Association
www. fmaanline.arg

There are also many consulting companies that provide HiFAA

complianee serwices (o heallth care providers.

Florida Depariment of Health
H052 Bald Cypress Way
Tallabassex, Florida 32389-1715
Phone (850) 245-4430

Fax [B50) 922-4263

HIPAA Privacy
Standards and
Disease Reporting
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What does HIPEE mean?
HIPAA |5 the acronym for the Health Informalion Portability
and Agceuntabilily At of 1994,

The Privacy Rule established national standards to protect
a person's confidential Information, and to dlve patlents more
access to their owen medical records:

The Security Rule provided standards for pralécting confi-
dential infarmation, both in hard copy and electronic formats,
Thiz rule also reguired the establishment of disaster recavery
and business cantinully plans.

The Transaclion Code Sel Rule pravided nalional stan-
dards For transmitling electronic billing information fromone
pravider 1o another,

Refer to resources on lhe back of this publication for adedi-
lignal informalion.on HIPAA,

HIPEA and Public Health Initiatives
According fo HIPAA §164.5121b), disease reporting public
health dizease surveillance, and disease Intervention activi-
tes-are amend those thal are EXEMPT fram federal preamp-
tHon of state laws, Other examples (nchede child abuse, and
Blrthor death information,

Digease reporting

Seclion IBL0031(1,2), Florida Stalules states hal, "Any practi-
lioner, licensed in Flarida lo practice medicine, osieopathic
medicine, chiropractle, naturopathy, of velérinary medicine,
who diagnoses or suspects [he existence of a disease of public
health significance shall Iimmediately repart the fact Lo the
Depariment of Health.” Flerida's county health departments
serveas the primary contaet for disease reporling.

Section 384.25(1), Florida Statutes provides additional
information regarding the reporiing of sexually lransmilled dis-
eases, inchuding HIV/AIDS, Section 3325301, 2, Florida Slalutes
specifically addresses the reporting of luberculasis cases,

A list of reportable diseases is avaitable 1hrough the
Depariment of Heallh website, at the following webslie;
wiwwdoh,stateflus/disease_ctrl/eplftopics/surv/lonpdf.

Geneml rule and exceptic
e

In-addilion, Section 381,0031(5), Florida Statutes states
thal, "The degartment may obtain and inspéct copies of
medical récords, records of laboratory tests, and other mad-
ical-related information for reported cases of diseases of
public healih slgnificance.” Medical-providers who allow the
depariment ke obitain this informallon cannot be held liabia
For the records disclosure,

Infarmalion on disease specific reporfing may be
obtained by calling the Bureawof HIV/AIDS al (B50}245-
4430, Ihe Bureau of Epldemiology at [B50)245-4401; the
Bureau of Sexually Transmitied Diseases al (550} 245-4303; or
the Bureau of Tuberculosis, at (B50)245-4350.

Digeaze nlerveniion

Some reportable diseases require thil health department
staff intervene | the potential spread of the disease: To do
this, health depariment sialf may need to contacl the
provider and/er the person diagnosed with lhe disease,

Health depariment siaff interview persons diagnesed
with a sexually transmitted disease in ordor 1o obtain the
names of sexual partners.and notify the pariners of their
possible exposure. Health department stail can notify same:
ore that they have been exposed 1o an STD withoul lelling
them the name of the person ariginally dizgnosed,

A dhiagnosis of active luberculosis requires thal health
depariment stafl abtain the names of close cantacts in order

-te lest them for TH and starl irealment For |atenl T8 infection
(LTEI) if necessary,

Regional environmental epidemiologists lake necessary
acliogn to temporarily closeestablishments, investigate feod-
borne and walerborne disease oulbreaks, as well ag
zoonoeses (diseases communicable from animals to man),

County health deparimentand Bureau of Epidemiclogy
stabl invesligate a varely of communicable diseases, includ-
ing arboviruses, bacterial meningitis and others.




